
 

1-4 p.m.   Trade Show & Exhibitor Set-up      Carolina Ballroom 
 
2 p.m.   NCAOAF Board Meeting       Cresent Boardroom 
 
3:30 p.m.   Registration Desk Open       Ballroom Foyer 
 
6-7:30 p.m.  Hotel Manager’s Reception       Hotel Atrium 
   beverage and hors d’oeuvres   
   Trade Show Open        Carolina Ballroom 
 
7:30 p.m.   Chairman’s Reception       Carolina Ballroom 

 Welcome & Invocation 
  Don Deal, NCAOAF President, Drexel Community Fair 

   Introduction of Trade Show Exhibitors 
  Dale McPherson, Emcee 
  Explanation of Raffles (50/50, Cash Raffle)  

 Ronnie Turner, American Sky Lifts  
 

7:45 p.m.   Casino Night 
   Sponsor By: Big Rock Amusements                    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. Breakfast On Your Own       Hotel Atrium 
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Registration Desk Open       Ballroom Foyer 
8:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. Opening Session        Carolina Ballroom 

Welcome, Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance  
 Don Deal, NCAOAF President, Drexel Community Fair  
 Introduction of Speaker 

Insert Someone to Do Intro 
 Exercise? Just What the Doctor Ordered? – No, not that kind of exercise!  
 Rick Larkin, Minnesota  

  Announcements  
                 Dale McPherson, Emcee 

9:30 a.m. -  9:45 a.m. Break                                                                                                                                                                                              
9:45 a.m. -10:45 a.m. CMV Regulations, Seatbelts, Distracted Driving, Weights, Licensing  
                                 and Much More 

  Trooper Charles Grainger, North Carolina State Highway Patrol 
10:45 a.m. -  12:00Noon Trade Show Open 
10:45 a.m. -  12:00Noon  Carnival Operators/NCDOL Meeting      Reynolds Room 
12:00 p.m.  -    1:45 pm Luncheon        Carolina Ballroom  

Invocation, Welcome & Introduction  
 Don Deal, NCAOAF President, Drexel Community Fair  
 Introduction of Guest 

Remarks from North Carolina Department of Labor Commissioner 
 Commissioner Luke Farley, NCDOL 
 Introduction of Guest 

Robert Fogle, N.C. State Fair, IAFE Zone 2 Director 
 David Grindle, IAFE President 
 Showcase 
 NCDA&CS Fair Coordinator Report  
 Kevin Hardison, NCDA&CS Fair Coordinator 
 Introduction of Chief Deputy Commissioner David Smith  
 NCDA&CS Update and Presentation of NCDA&CS Certificates  
 Chief Deputy Commissioner David Smith  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2027 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 2027



 
 

1:45 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  Trade Show Open       Carolina Ballroom 
   
1:45 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  Board of Directors Interviews     Cameron Room 
3:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.  Associate Members Meeting     Reynolds Room 

  Ronnie Turner, American Sky Lifts/Jim Earp, Earp Entertainment Services 
2:30 p.m  - 3:30 p.m.   WORKSHOP TITLE       Tanglewood Room 
    WORKSHOP TITLE       Pinehurst Room 
3:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.  Break 
3:45 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.  WORKSHOP TITLE       Reynolds Room 
    WORKSHOP TITLE       Cameron Room 
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  Hotel Manager’s Reception      Hotel Atrium 
    beverage and hors d’oeuvres  
 

DINNER ON YOUR OWN: HAVE A GREAT NIGHT SEE YOU IN THE MORNING! 
Music will be provided in the Registration Area from 8-10 p.m.  

 
 
 

7:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.  Breakfast On Your Own      Hotel Atrium 
7:30 a.m. -   5:00 p.m.  Registration Desk Open      Ballroom Foyer 
8:30 a.m. -   9:30 a.m.  NCAOAF Business Session      Carolina Ballroom 

   Welcome, Call to Order Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation  
  Don Deal, NCAOAF President, Drexel Community Fair 

   Roll Call & Financial Report 
  Cathy Price Horton, NCAOAF Executive Director  

 Introduction of Legislative Liaison  
  Ronnie Turner, American Sky Lifts 

   Legislative Update  
  Nathan Honaker, Connect C, LLC 

   Media Awards  
  Cary Hester, Carolina Classic Fair  

   Youth, Agriculture and Innovation Awards  
  Becky Wilder, Chowan County Regional Fair 

   Scholarship Pledge Request  
  Allen Caldwell, Hickory American Legion Fair 

   Associate Members Report  
  Jim Earp, Earp Entertainment Services 
  Nomination Committee Report 
  Vote on New Board Members 

   Announcements  
  Dale McPherson, Emcee                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.  Trade Show Open       Carolina Ballroom 
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  Emergency Planning Simplified: Leading with Confidence 
    Rick Larkin, Minnesota     
11:30 a.m.-    1:00 p.m.  Luncheon       Carolina Ballroom 

  Welcome & Invocation 
  Don Deal, NCAOAF President, Drexel Community Fair 
  Introduction of Speaker 

 Robert Fogle, N.C. State Fair, IAFE Zone 2 Director 
  David Grindle, IAFE President 

1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.   NCAOAF Auction       Carolina Ballroom 
2:30 p.m.    Break 
2:45 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.       PANEL         Carolina Ballroom 
                                                             WORKSHOP TITLE                                                                  Reynolds Room 

                                WORKSHOP TITLE      Tanglewood Room 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 2027 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 2027 (con’t)



3:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.  Break 
3:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.                             WORKSHOP TITLE                                                                  Pinehurst Room 

                                WORKSHOP TITLE      Cameron Room 
4:30-5 p.m.   Past President Meeting      Crescent Boardroom 
6-7:30 p.m.   Hotel Manager’s Reception      Hotel Atrium 
    beverage and hors d’oeuvres  
 
6:30 pm    Banquet        Carolina Ballroom 
    Welcome  

  Don Deal, NCAOAF President, Drexel Community Fair 
   Invocation  

  Remembrance Bell  
  Cathy Price Horton, NCAOAF Executive Director  
  2026 Scholarship Winner Spotlight  
  Allen Caldwell, Hickory American Legion Fair 
  Image Awards 
  Becky Wilder, Chowan County Regional Fair 
  Holmes-McBride Award  
  Bess Brinkley, McBride Concessions 
  President’s Remarks 
  Don Deal, NCAOAF President, Drexel Community Fair  
  Installation of Officers 
  E.C. Toppin, Chowan County Regional Fair 
  Showcase 
  50/50 Drawing and Cash Raffle Drawing  
  Cathy Price Horton, NCAOAF Executive Director  
  Becky Wilder, NCAOAF President, Chowan County Regional Fair 

 Adjourn  
Music will be provided in the Registration Area from 8-10 p.m. 

 
 

 
 
 

9:00 a.m.   NCAOAF Board Meeting     Crescent Boardroom 
 

 

Have a safe trip home! 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 2027



 
Fair, Firm or Individual_______________________________________________________________________ 
  
Contact Person______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Address____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
City____________________________________ State_____________________  Zip______________________ 
  
Phone__________________________________________  Fax _______________________________________ 
  
Email_________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
REGISTRATION FEES FOR CONVENTION 
Delegate/Spouse/ Guest (Does not include banquet)   $  255.00 per person 
Banquet Fee                       $    80.00 per person 
Saturday Only Attendees                    $    55.00 per person 

   

  
  
  
  
  
  

   
  
  

After December 5, 2026 - Registration fee will be $260.00  

Delegate/Spouse Guest Name Reg. Banquet Saturday Only 
Attendee 

Total 

  $ $ $ $ 

  $ $ $ $ 

  $ $ $ $ 

  $ $ $ $ 

  $ $ $ $ 

  $ $ $ $ 

  $ $ $ $ 

  $ $ $ $ 

  $ $ $ $ 

  $ $ $ $ 

  $ $ $ $ 

     

  $ $ $ $ 

Grand Total $ $ $ $ 

This Form May be Duplicated.  2027 Registration Form 

Card#____________________________________________ Name of Cardholder____________________________ 

Billing Address of Card:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 Exp. Date ___________________ 

Check # _________ 
Method of Payment 

Registration is Available Online!   
www.ncagfairs.org 

NCAOAF 
PO Box 158    Angier, NC   27501 

Ph: (919) 413-9544   www.ncagfairs.org 

http://www.ncagfairs.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes, I would like to sponsor at the following level: 

 
 

Gold Circle  $3500 
• Membership in the North Carolina Association of Agricultural Fairs 
• (1) 8 x10 Exhibitor Booth 
• (2) Complimentary Convention Registrations 
• Reserved table for sponsor at Saturday Banquet 
• Signage Recognition at Convention and on NCAOAF website 

2027 NCAOAF CONVENTION SPONSORSHIP LEVELS 

Silver Circle  $2500 
• Membership in the North Carolina Association of Agricultural Fairs 
• (2) Complimentary Convention Registrations 
• Reserved table for sponsor at Saturday Banquet 
• Signage Recognition at Convention 

Bronze Circle  $1500 
• Membership in the North Carolina Association of Agricultural Fairs 
• Signage Recognition at Convention 

Friends Circle  $1000 
• (1) Complimentary Convention Registration 
• Signage Recognition at Convention 

Sustaining Circle  $500 
• Recognition of Sponsorship 

 
 

Please check the appropriate box 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Gold Circle  $3500 

Silver Circle  $2500 

Bronze Circle  $1500  

 

Friends Circle  $1000 

Sustaining Circle  $500 

Fair/Company ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________________ 
 
City________________________ State_________  Zip______________________ 
 
   

 
Method of Payment 

Check # _________ 

Card#____________________________________________   Cardholder Name:_______________________________ 

Billing Address of Card:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Exp. Date ____________   
   
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  NCAOAF  
ADDRESS:     P.O. Box 158, Angier, NC    27501 



 

 
Hotel Information  

Embassy Suites by Hilton Raleigh Durham Research Triangle 

210 Harrison Oaks Boulevard,  Cary, NC   27513 

Phone: 919–677–1840  

For reservation call 1–800–362–2779. Reservations must be   

received no later than  Monday, December 21, 2026.   Please  

mention that you are with the NC Association of  Agricultural 

Fairs.   You will receive the preferred group rate. All  reservations 

are based on availability.  All rooms are spacious two–room 

suites. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Dick Janas Scholarship  

50/50 Raffle   
 SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 2027 

Tickets will be sold during the banquet for $5 each or 6 for $25.  This will be the only raffle tickets sold 

during the banquet.  Winner will be drawn at Banquet. 
 

Tables for the Saturday Banquet  
  SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 2027 

 
The 2026 Convention will have tables available ($60.00 per  

table) for reserving at the Saturday evening banquet. These 

tables will be on a first–come, first–serve basis and can only be 

reserved at the time of registration packet pickup.  

Live and Silent Auction 
SATURDAY JANUARY 9, 2027 

 

Please bring items for both the Live and Silent Auction.  Items should be 

valued at $75 or more.   

 



2026 Holmes McBride Informational Letter 
 
 
 
 
TO:  NCAOAF Members 
 
FROM: Cathy Horton 
  Executive Director 
 
 

Once again it is time to pick a recipient for the prestigious Holmes/McBride Humanitarian Award. 
 
The award is given in memory of two great men who were dedicated to the fair industry and touched our lives in spe-
cial ways; James Holmes, Past-President of the Association and Manager of the Durham County Fair for many years 
and Woodie McBride, longtime Associate Member Concessionaire and Carnival Operator.  James also worked as a 
decorator at many of our fairs and was on the planning and set-up committee for our conventions until he passed away.  
Woodie was best known for his eating joints at the State Fair and great hospitality suite (still being carried on by his 
family) at our State Convention.  Both of these men helped many newcomers with their vast knowledge of the fair in-
dustry and always had a dollar to lend someone who was down. 

 
In honor of the service rendered, the Holmes/McBride Award is given to an individual for distinguished achievement 
in, or contribution to, the Fair Industry. 
 
Two awards are given, one for a Fair Member and one for an Associate Member. He/she must be a living member, or 
past member, of the North Carolina Association of Agricultural Fairs who has been consistently active in the fair indus-
try for a number of years. 
 
If you know someone who has served the fair industry well and is deserving of this award, please send completed form 
no later than November 30, 2026  to: NCAOAF, PO Box 158, Angier, NC   27501. 
 
REMEMBER, YOU CAN NOMINATE A FAIR MEMBER OR ASSOCIATE MEMBER OR BOTH BY MAKING A 
COPY OF ATTACHED FORM. 



2026 Nomination Form  
NCAOAF Holmes McBride Humanitarian Award for  

Distinguished Service to the Fair Industry 
 

Name of Nominee________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City_____________________________ State________ Zip_____________________ 
 
Fair Member___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Associate Member_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Organization Affiliation__________________________________________________________ 
 
Approximate Number of Years in the Fair Industry_____________ 
 
Approximately 100 word supporting statement as to why the nominee should be selected as award recipient. Give   
personal information on place and date of birth, married or single, number of children and grandchildren and any 
information you think would help in making presentation if he/she is selected. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You may list and attach, to this form, any magazine or newspaper article, special citation, etc., that would  support the  
worthiness of an award winner. 
 
 
Submitted by: ___________________________ Fair or Company______________________________________ 
 
 
Telephone  ___________________________ Email_________________________________________________ 
                                                      (Should we need additional information) 
 
Signature__________________________________ Date_____________________________ 



              2027 NCAOAF Fair Membership Application 
                   
        (NCAOAF membership dues are non-deductible) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Card#_____________________________________________________________________  

 

Billing Address of Card:_________________________________________________________ 

  

Expiration Date ___________________________  Name on Card________________________  

   
 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:   NCAOAF  
MAILING ADDRESS:          PO Box 158, Angier, NC    27501    

METHOD OF PAYMENT  

Check #_________ 

Fair Name__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Fair Manager or Contact Name: _______________________________________________________ 
 
2027 Fair Dates: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your Carnival’s Name ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Fair Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Fair Physical Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:  ___________________________________     State: __________      Zip: ________________ 
 
Fair Phone: _____________________________      Mobile:  _______________________________ 
 
Fax:  ___________________________________      Email:    _______________________________ 
 
Web Site: _______________________________________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP DUES BREAKDOWN         
 
Attendance 0 - 10,000                 $300   
 
Attendance 10,001 to 20,000                  $400    
 
Attendance 20,001 to 40,000                                    $500          
 
Attendance over 40,001 to above                                          $600 

http://www.ncagfairs.org/members.php?cost=200&RAND=470862
http://www.ncagfairs.org/members.php?cost=200&RAND=470862
http://www.ncagfairs.org/members.php?cost=300&RAND=719736
http://www.ncagfairs.org/members.php?cost=300&RAND=719736
http://www.ncagfairs.org/members.php?cost=400&RAND=810580
http://www.ncagfairs.org/members.php?cost=400&RAND=810580

